























The North Star also moves. Five thousand years ago,
Thuban was the North Star. Why does the North Star change?
It 1s because Earth wobbles on its axis. The earth is like a
spinming top. It wobbles. As it wobbles, the axis traces out a
circle far into the sky. It takes Earth 26,000 years for the axis to
go around the circle. Today, the earth’s axis 1s pointing toward
Polans, so Polans 1s the North Stac

As the axis rotates around the cirele, other stars such as
Alpha Celphel, Vega, and Thuban will become the North Star
Whichever star 15 the North Star, 1t will be shining down on the
North Pole. A compass will not be poinfing toward the North Star

Magnets confinue to be used daily to help us in many
ways. We have found many uses for magnets since they were
first discovered.
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