























Orbits

The earth has more mass than the moon. You may be
wondering why the moon doesn’t fall into the earth. The
moon 15 1n orbit around the earth. In 1ts orbit, it is always
falling toward the earth. But the moon travels very fast in
1ts orbat. The earth’s surface 15 curved. While the moon 15
falling, the earth’s surface curves away from the moon. As the
moon orbits the earth, it 1s falling toward the earth, but it falls
around the curved surface of the earth. It never falls to Earth.
A spacecraft does the same thing as it orbits the earth.

You also may be wondering why the planets stay in

orbit around the sun. Gravity holds all of the planets in orbit

around the sun. Why does the moon orbit the earth? Gravity

holds the moon in orbit around the earth. The moons around
other planets are also held in orbit by gravity.
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