


The Pern Current

In the Pacific Ocean along the coast of Ecuador and

Peru, there are nch fishing prounds. In most years, there 1s

a plentiful supply of fish. The fish feed on the nch nutnents
brought to the ocean surface by the upwelling cold water from
the cold Peru Current. The npwelling cold water comes to the
surface because of the trade winds that blow from the coast
of South America toward the west and Asia_ The trade winds
blowing west push the ocean’s surface water west away from
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the coast. Now the cold water from the cold current comes to
the ocean surface. The cold water, nich in nuirients, replaces
the warmer surface water that has been pushed westward. Fish
then come to the area to feed.

In some years, however, the trade winds do not blow
west from the coast near Ecuador and Peru. In those years,
the ocean surface waters are not pushed westward away
from the coast. When this happens, there 1s no upwelling of
cold water from below the ocean surface. When there 15 no
upwelling cold water, there 1s no food for the fish. The fish do
not come to the coastal area to feed. This brings hardships to
the fishermen and their families, smee there are no fish to be
caught and sold.
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